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PREFACE. 


t THE preparation of the Index to the volume for the closing 
” year 1891 suggests many points for reflection, to some of which 
fh it may be well to refer. 

: And first, one cannot repress a feeling of sadness at the loss 
of those friends and contributors to zoological science who have 
been taken from amongst us during the past twelve months. 
We have had to deplore the death of such well-known scientists 
as the late Prof. Martin Duncan, Dr. P. H. Carpenter, and 
Prof. H. N. Moseley, and of such old and valued correspondents 
as the late Mr. Thomas Cornish and the Rev. T. H. Frere. 

But although their names have dropped out from the list of 
living zoologists, the work which each has done in his own 
particular line (whether it be important original research, or the 
patient collection of observed facts) will live in the memory of 
fellow-workers, and in the annals of Zoology. 

In other respects the past year for us has been calm and 
uneventful. From the numerous communications which con- 
tinue to reach us from all quarters, it is evident that the study 
of Natural History has lost none of its charm, and we are glad 
to welcome every year the advent of fresh workers in the field of 
Zoology. The Editor trusts that in the year to come he may 
count upon the cordial support which has hitherto been accorded 
to him, while he on his part will endeavour still further to 
increase the utility of a Journal which for more than forty years 
past has been regarded as a storehouse for accumulating the 
results of the out-door observation of animals, and a medium 
of communication for field-naturalists. It has been hinted 
by friendly critics that the pages of ‘The Zoologist’ contain 
perhaps rather too much Ornithology to the exclusion of other 
branches of Zoology. But this only indicates the taste of a 
large number of contributors. Certainly if the Editor were 
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favoured with more papers on Mammals, Fishes, Reptiles, 
Mollusca, and Crustacea, they would be gratefully received, and 
much good would no doubt result if some of our contributors 
would occasionally turn their attention to other branches of 
Zoology than that with which they are most familiar. Remem- 
bering the old adage ‘‘ docendo discimus,” they would derive a 
new pleasure from the investigation of a new subject, and their 
researches might lead to the discovery of novel and perhaps 
important facts. And here a suggestion may be hazarded. 
During the past year the Editor has received a number of 
letters pointing out the inadequacy at the present day of 
Bell’s ‘British Quadrupeds’ as a text-book (a fact of which 
he has long been cognizant), and urging the desirability of 
preparing something better. As a matter of fact, ever since 
1874, when the second edition of Bell’s work was published, 
the Editor has been engaged in collecting materials with a view 
to meet the demand which is now being made. These materials, 
however, are still far from complete, and although the number 
of British Mammals is comparatively limited, there are still 
many points upon which trustworthy statistics are wanting. For 
example, the period of gestation in certain species, their rate of 
growth, the average age which they attain, their weight, and 
measurements, taken from living or recently-killed specimens, 
their habits of migration and hibernation, the cause of variation 
in colour, of albinism, melanism, and so forth. On all these 
points there is still much to be ascertained, and those who can 
forward statistics will materially assist the preparation of such 
a@ new work as is now needed. There is no doubt that in the 
forty-eight volumes of ‘The Zoologist’ which have been pub- 
lished information is to be found on many of these points, 
but the want of a ‘‘General Index”? makes the search for it 
extremely laborious. We have on former occasions called 
attention to this want, and we may again remind our readers 
that as the cost of preparing and printing a ‘‘ General Index”’ 
would be considerable, it would not be expedient to undertake it 
unless every reader of ‘ The Zoologist’ were to signify his or her 
willingness to take a copy of it when published. So long as 
there continues to be a hesitation to support the undertaking, 
so long, we fear, will a ‘‘ General Index” remain unpublished. 
Verbum sap. 
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ment, 272 


Evolution of bird-song, 216 


Falconry, Japanese treatise on, 161 

Farm crops, insects injurious to, 309 

Finches, hybrid, at Crystal Palace 
Bird Show, 188, 274, 352 


| Fishes of Northumberland and Dur- 


ham, 195; development of, 275 


_ Flycatcher, Pied, near Harwich, 112; 
shire, 272; of Montagu’s Harrier | 
in Sussex, 810; of Siskins in Co. | 


Red-breasted, at Scarborough, 471 
Fox (Plate LI.), 321 


Frere, Rev. H. T., death of, 59 
Grouse in captivity in Denmark, © 


Bulbuls in confinement, 355;. of | 


Teal in Bedfordshire, 358 


Bulbuls, Syrian and White-eared, — 


breeding in confinement, 355 
Bullfinch, variety, 190 


Lincolnshire, 217 
Bustards, recent visitation of, 103 
Buzzard, Common, in Surrey, 63 
Cat, Wild, reported in Shetland, 60 


Geomalacus maculosus, new locality, 
B5 

Goosander in West Sussex, 117 

Goose, Bernacle, near Scarborough, 
68,— comparative scarcity, 193; 
Egyptian, in Devon, 392 


_ Grebe, Eared, in N. Devon, 67; Red- 
Bunting, Cirl, destruction of, 190,—in | 
_ Cardiganshire, 853; Lapland, in | Grouse, Pallas’s Sand, photographs, 


| 


| 


necked, at Scarborough, 193 


188,—breeding in captivity in Den- 
mark, 351 

Guillemot, Black, in breeding plu- 
mage in February, 194 


Cattle, alleged antipathy to Deer, 34 | Gulls, Bonaparte’s, in Cornwall, 35; 


Chiffchaff, unusual nesting, 470 
Cornish, Thomas, death of, 83 


Glaucous, dimensions and weight, 
ro ; Sea, former value of in Sussex, 
19 
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Habits, of Moose in the far north of 
British America, 206; of Emu as 
observed in confinement, 272; of 
Polecat, 344; of Stone Curlew (or 
Thick-knee), 441; nesting, of Mag- 
pie, 430; of Ringed Plover, 447 

Hare, Irish, leaping powers, 60 

Harrier, Marsh, in N. Devon, 62; 
Montagu’s, breeding in Sussex, 310 

Hawfinch, breeding in Devonshire, 
272,—immigration, 367, 430,—in 
Middlesex, 471 


Helix hortensis, sinistral variety, 399 © 


Heron, Common, variety of, 316; 
Squacco, in Wales, 471 | 

Herpetology of the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, 13, 53, 188, 179, 255, 338, 
380 

Hybernation of Squirrels, 61, 100, 151, 
152, 466 

Hybrid Finches at Crystal Palace 
Bird Show, 188, 274, 352; Turtle 
Dove, 113 

Hyla arborea, homing instinct, 221 

Immigration of Hawtinch, 430 

Insects injurious to farm crops, 359 

Iris, colour in albino birds, 358 

Jamrach, Mr. Charles, death of, 391 

Kestrel, ‘Lesser, in Ireland, 152,—at 
Seilly, 153 

Kingfisher, curious resting place for, 
116; destruction of, 154, 194 

Kite, in Lincolnshire, reminiscences 
of, 313 

Lacerta viridis, new locality, 156 

Landrail, in Hampshire in winter, 188 

Lanius excubitor and L. major, 310 

Locusts in India and Egypt, 221 

Mackerel, large catches, on Cornish 
coast, 195 

Magpie, introduction into Ireland, 
247,— unusual nesting-place for, 
309, 353, —nesting of, 351, 430 

Mammals, melanism in, 59 

Marten, British (Plate LY.), 401, 450, 
—in Co. Down, 304 

Martin, House, as a cage-bird, 397 

Melanism in mammals and Irish 
Rat, 59; of Water Rail, 67 

Migration, lines of, 1038, 158, 176; 
spring, in Humber district, 409 ; of 
birds at night, 429 

Moose, habits, in the far north of 
British America, 206 

Moth, Diamond-back, 359 

Mouse, Long-tailed, swimming, 185 


Mullet, large catches on Cornish i 


coast, 195 


Nesting of Blue Robin in confine- 
ment, 154; of Dipper in March, 
817; of Carrion Crow, 351; of 
Magpie, 851, 353, 430; of Pallas’s 
Sand Grouse in captivity in Den- 
mark, 851; of Swallow, 352; of 
Tufted Duck in Hants, 857; of 
Ringed Plover, 447; unusual, of 
Chiffchaff, 470 

Nightingale, blue eggs of, 427 

Notes, on Seal and Whale fishery, 
121; ornithological, from Corsica, 
871,—Christchurch, Hants, 471,— 
Devon, 110,— Essex, 116,— Har- 
wich, 115,—North of Ireland, 183, 
—Co. Mayo, 210,—Norfolk, 136, 
144, — Northamptonshire, 41, — 
Redcar, 242,—Shoreham, 220,— 
Somerset, 189,—Sussex, 219, 472,— 
Wales, 108,—Co. Wexford, 170,— 
Great Yarmouth, 316; natural 
history, froun E. Suffolk, 165 

Notoryctes typhlops, the Australian 
Mole-like Marsupial, 393 

Opah on the Norfolk coast, 431 

Oriole, Golden, in Co. Galway, 318,— 
colours of adult female, 466 

Ornithological notes (see ‘* Notes’’) 

Osprey in Warwickshire, 116 

Ouzel, Ring, in Ireland, in winter, 
67,—albino, 116 

Owl, Scops, in Norfolk, 315; Short- 
eared, in Essex in May, 815 

Pastor, Rose-coloured, in Warwick- 
shire, 112 

Petrel, Fork-tailed, in Ireland, 468, 
469; Wilson’s, in Co. Down, 427, — 
Co. Fermanagh, 428 

Phalarope, Grey, i in Essex, 116; Red- 
breasted, in Hants, 191 : 

Plover, Kentish, supposed occur- 
rence at Scarborough, 397; Ringed, 
— habits (with illustration), 

7 


Polecat (Plate III.), 281, 842, 344, 
892, 424,—habits, 844 

Porpoise, White,425 

Rail, Water, in Middlesex, 66,- me- 
lanisin, 67 

Rat, Lrish, identity and distribution, 
1; melaniam, 59 

Redpoll, Lesser, in South Wales, 355 

Redstart, Black, in Hants, 194 

Redwing, singing in April, 313,—song 
of, 352, 398 

Robin, Blue, nesting in confinement, 
15 

Roller, in Co, Antrim, 480 
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Rorqual, Common, on east 
214; Sibbald’s, on the Irish coast, 
215, 306 

Sandpiper, Broad-billed, in Norfolk, 
896 


Scaup, in Leicestershire, 66 
Seal and Whale fishery of 1890, notes 
on, 121 
Shearwater, Greater, in Kent, 274 
Manx, near Malton, 396,—in North 
Norfolk, 428,—Notts, 428,—inland 
occurrence, 467, 468 
Shrew, Oared, in Staffordshire, 185 
Shrike, Great Grey, 96, 189,—at 
Spurn, 154; Pallas’s, coloration, 
187; Red-backed, distribution, 190 
Societies, SCIENTIFIC :— 
Entomological, 39, 71, 119, 159, 199, 
224, 280, 319, 860, 399, 451, 475 
Linnean, 36, 68, 117, 156, 196, 222, 
276, 318, 473 
Zoological, 387, 69, 118, 158, 197, 
223, 278, 474 
Squirrels, hybernation of, 61, 100, 151, 
152, 466 
Swallow, strange nesting-place for, 
352 
Swans in Suffolk, 192; Wild, in Isle 
of Man, 218 
Teal, breeding in Bedfordshire, 358 
Toad, venom of, 430 
Trout, large, in Thames, 221 


Turdus mi gratorius in British Islands, 


219 


Twite, albino, in [reland, 317 

Variety, of Bullfinch, 190; of Wild 
Duck, 217; of Common Heron, 
816; sinistral, of Helix hortensis, 
8399 

Viper, average length of, 276 

Vole, Water, note on, 304 

Wagtail, Grey-headed, in Warwick- 
shire and Worcestershire, 111; 
Pied and White inverbreeding, 314 

Warbler, Dartford, in Dorset, 117,— 
in winter, 215; Garden, in South 
Wales, 355; Icterine, in Holder- 
noss, 808,—nesting in Heligoland, 
364; Orphean, supposed occurrence 
in Devon, 272; Wood, in Midlands, 
271, 313 

Whale, Bottle-nosed, in the Thames, 
347 

Whitethroat, Lesser, in Devon, 309,— 
Somersetshire, 354,—South Wales, 
355,—distribution in 8. W. England, 
273 

Wild Cat, reported, in Shetland, 60 

Wild White Cattle, herd of, at Lyme 
Park, 81 

Wildfowl in Devon during winter of 
1890-1, 217,—in Essex, 66,—on 
Rainworth Water, Notts, 472 

Wildfowling in Estuary of the Moy, 9 

Woodcock, ‘breeding i in Ireland, 191 

Wolves in France, 102 

Wren, Common, of the Shetland 
Islands, 294, 349; of Iceland, 349 


LIST OF PLATES. 


I. THe Serotine Bat, Vesperugo serotinus 


Il. Tue Fox, Vulpes vulgaris 


III. THe Potecat, Mustela putoreus 
IV. THe British Marten, Martes sylvatica 
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